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It is plain that Building was invented for the
Service of Mankind...their first design was to
raise a Structure that might defend them and
theirs from i11 Qualities of the Weather;
afterwards they proceeded to make not only

every Thing that was necessary to their Safety,
but also every Thing that might be convenient
or useful to them. At last, instructed and
allured by the Opportunities that naturally
offer'd themselves, they began to contrive

how to make their Buildings subservient to

their Pleasures and Recreations....upon con-
sidering the various Sorts of Buildings, we
should say that some were contrived by Necessity,
some by Convenience, and some by Pleasure...

all were not erected merely upon those accounts,
or for one Occasion more than another, but that
this great Variety and Difference among them,
are owing principally to the Variety there is
among Mankind.

Leone Battista Alberti
Ten Books on Architecture
(De re Aedificatoria), 1485.
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